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To the Torah & the Testimony 

If anyone does not speak according to these words 
It is because they have no light in them. 

Yesh’yahu (Isaiah) 8:20; Revelation 12:17; 14:12 
 

 

 

Is Forgiving our Brother 70 x 7 Times Related to  

Cain’s 7 Times, and Lamech’s 77 times? 

Concerning Cain, the requirement given by God for man to take the life of a murderer was not given until 
after the flood; B’resheet (Genesis) 9:6. 

Before that time, the only punishment decreed by God for murder was concerning Cain who He 
condemned as a murderer to wandering the earth like a criminal and as an outcast of the family; and that 
because of the innocent blood shed on his farmland, the earth would, likewise, no longer yield its strength 
to him for farming; B’resheet (Genesis) 4:10-15. 

However, Cain can be assumed to have had many brothers and sisters by this time (as commentators 
generally agree) as Cain and Abel were likely hundreds of years old by the time of this incident.  

The natural response of Abel’s siblings in this situation would, likewise, have been to avenge the murder 
of their innocent brother, so that even as the earth would no longer produce food for Cain because of the 
innocent blood of his brother shed upon it, even so, now he would have to live as a fugitive in the earth in 
order to keep from being killed by his siblings for his murder of Abel. 

Cain, likewise, would have understood that no matter where he fled, a relative would no doubt eventually 
find him and kill him to avenge Abel’s death.  This answers Cain’s plea to God that if anybody were to find 
him the punishment would be more than he could bear. That is, it would be more than the consequence 
that God had assigned to him as his punishment, and therefore more than what he was assigned by God 
to endure for his crime. 

God then, to prevent the consequence from going over and beyond what He had assigned to Cain as 
punishment, assured Cain that if anybody tried to kill him (that is, tried to punish him beyond what God 
had assigned to him) that God would cause them to be punished seven times more severely. 

The matter of 7 times the punishment can be understood in this manner. Cain killed one of his father’s 
sons (one of Adam’s direct descendants), and so if anybody dared to kill another of Adam’s sons (another 
of Adam’s direct descendents), then God would cause them to lose 7 of their own sons (7 of their direct 
descendants) as a consequence for exceeding the punishment God had assigned to Cain. 

Likewise, the “city” that Cain began to build comes from a Hebrew word that simply means a place or 
encampment that was guarded, not a city as we understand city; but more likely a walled enclosure, or 
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militarily secure encampment where Cain could flee if anybody came seeking to take his life; B’resheet 
(Genesis) 4:17. It is interesting that this place of “safety” was built in the east, because according to 
historical sources, the cities of refuge built when we came out of Egypt and into the Promised Land were 
situated in the eastern part of the Land. 

This brings us to Lamech, the 7th from Adam through Cain who also struck somebody to kill them; and so 
now likewise feared for his own life as well. So he declared (in paraphrase), “if anybody killing Cain in 
vengeance is to be punished 7 times over, then may anybody who seeks to take vengeance against me 
be punished 77 times over”. 

It is at this point where it appears that violent men began to twist this mercy of God into an excuse to 
murder without consequence thereby providing one possible cause for the earth’s quick rise to violence 
soon hereafter (only about 500 years or so from this time to the flood). So much so that He had to destroy 
the earth and its inhabitants for its violence. 

Then after the flood God declared that from that point forward anybody who murders would have their 
own life legally taken; B’resheet (Genesis) 9:6. The exception to this eventually was that those who 
accidently took a life could flee to a city of refuge where the avenger of blood (a relative of the deceased) 
could not kill them for the death of their relative as long as the guilty party remained in the city of refuge 
until the death of the High Priest; B’midbar (Numbers) 35:9-28. 

But when it came to national defense, this edict did not apply in any manner at all. For example, in times 
of war as a faithful people, God called us to take over the Promise Land as an offensive army, and 
throughout history has allowed us to defend ourselves, like as in the case of Chanukah and of Purim, as 
well as in modern day Israel where God through supernatural intervention has continued to provide us the 
ability to militarily defeat those who sought, and continue to seek, to exterminate us. 

On an individual level He also provided communities the authority to impose capital punishment through 
stoning without consequence to those imposing the sentence, and when the sons of Israel killed the sons 
of Shechem for the rape of Dinah, they likewise received no consequence for this either. And then you 
have men like Pinchas who killed the couple who were having relations before the tabernacle, and who 
was rewarded by God for his action; and also have the introduction of the court system where capital 
punishment would now mostly be handled by levitical courts and beit dins. 

Now when we come to the 1st century we come across a doctrine that had developed, and that is 
reflected in the New Covenant, that said that if in the beginning God would protect a murderer (by 
punishing an avenger 7 times for killing the murderer), then we should, likewise, be able to forgive and 
protect a brother that repents who has committed no murder. 

So Kepha (Peter) when approaching Yeshua about this teaching (concerning how many times we should 
forgive a brother), asked Yeshua His thoughts on the matter; Mattit’yahu (Matthew) 18:22. Yeshua’s 
response to this was not just to forgive a repentant brother 7 times over, but 77* times over, following the 
pattern of Lamech, that if a murderer can be “protected” to a multiple of 77 times, then a “repentant 
sinner” can also, and should also, receive this same degree of protection, for how much more precious a 
repentant soul before God than a murderer? 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Note*: Some translations state “70 times 7”, however, the Greek reads “77 times”. The rendition of the Greek as 70 
times 7 is a result of the evangelical influence in its attempt to over emphasize the lessen of forgiveness being 
taught here; but to do this they not only ignore the Greek, but also lift Yeshua’s answer out of the context of the 
B’resheet (Genesis) 4:15,24 passage clearly being referenced here concerning the doctrinal position of the Scribes 
and Pharisees that Kepha (Peter) was inquiring about.  
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Kepha (Peter) would have already known the Scribes and Pharisees, and likely the Essenes and Zealots positions on 
this Scripture, and on the question about how many times a person should be forgiven; but here, Kepha (Peter) 
wanted to know what Yeshua’s position concerning this question was.  

In other words, he was asking, “Yeshua, who is correct on this position? The Pharisees, the Scribes, the Zealots, the 
Essenes? Or do you have a different answer altogether on how many times we should forgive a person? What are 
your thoughts Master? 

Copyright 11/1/2016 by Jews For Yeshua Ministry. 

 


